ABSTRACT
INTRODUCTION
In recent years the debate on how new information and communication technologies affect the nature and traditions of political communication in modern democracies has generated considerable attention among political scientists. In spite of diverse drawbacks predicted in online political communication practices, one thing is clear -the Internet has the potential to serve as a space where political information can be shared and issues discussed, and where those interested can engage in political deliberation. Moreover, more so than ever before, new media applications offer more channels, chances and incentives to tailor political communication to particular identities, conditions and tastes.
However, general figures of media-and Internet-use show that the mainstream media still plays the most important role in communication in day-today political affairs. The coverage of local and international issues in mass media, however, lacks balance. In European affairs reporting, for example, different studies performed on a cross-national level demonstrate that in spite of the growing importance of EU politics there is still a lack of analytical reporting on European issues in mainstream media Europe-wide. 1 The mainstream national media is very locally oriented and its agenda is primarily focused on issues of local relevance. As popularly conceived, there is no universal culture of journalism and communication. A variety of communication cultures exist which can be compared and contrasted according to certain comparative criteria such as histories and traditions of communications development, professional procedures of news gathering and distribution, and so forth. This suggests that most media (as well as political) systems are still considered to be national media systems with diverse experiences of rapid commercialization, marketization, de-regulation, digitalization, regional integration, Europeanization, globalization and so forth. to democratize representation by making it a more direct relationship". 8 Consequently, the most obvious outcome of all these changes in political and media fields is the reconfiguration of communication landscapes: "as citizens gain access to inexpensive communication technologies through which they can interact with the media, generate their own content and create alternative networks of information dissemination, the gate-keeping monopoly once enjoyed by editors and broadcasters is waning". 9 Briefly, the Internet has indeed shifted the political communication to a much more personalized one, and politicians are forced to address more channels, to compete for the attention of a more fragmented audience and to target their messages to more fragmented groups than ever audiences. An important and distinctive feature of these platforms is their global and transnational orientation, which is especially useful for journalists in accessing background material and for other views on policy matters than those communicated by official sources in official documents. 20 In addition, research studies also confirm that reporting on European politics increases in the European media with the advent of a younger generation of professional journalists, who rely on a clearer and more active understanding of the European dimension involved in their daily trade. 21 Younger journalists are also the ones using the Internet as a primary source for background information, and searches for useful sources and critical views -these journalists have new media skills, they understand the European dimension; they also have a critical approach to issues communicated by officials and rely on new opportunities for investigative reporting. Another 19 Discussion here is based on the results obtained within the 6 th FP project "Adequate Information Management in Europe (AIM)" conducted in the period of [2004] [2005] [2006] [2007] . Its aim was to disclose specific news production processes (EU information selection, analysis, editing, presentation) resulting in EU coverage in mass media in eleven European countries. Information about the project is available online at http://www.aim-project.net (accessed December 21, 2009 22 Despite the fact that informal relations can be very useful for their work, they receive information mainly via formal channels, which also include different Internet sources (blogs, online media, social networks), press releases, midday briefings and press conferences. One problem, however, is that the editors in their home offices also have access to most Internet sources at home and demand more grounded justifications for the correspondents" presence in Brussels. In spite of considerations that amateur reporting offers valuable perspectives on news (which is often missed by the traditional media), there are justified concerns that Internet news, especially when provided by do-ityourself journalists and citizens, can lead to error, rumor and propaganda.
As mentioned, the political and institutional actors understand the growing In conclusion, taking into the account the EU"s communication problems -the bureaucratic jargon, the overflow of official information, the lack of transparency, the pitfalls of cross-cultural misunderstandings, etc. -independent online news 22 Auksė Balčytienė, Aušra Vinciūnienė, and Kristina Janušaitė, " 
